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Anti-Trump GOP voters mostly loyal in 2022, but not entirely 


People attending the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC 2023, sing the national 
anthem during the opening session, at the National Harbor, in Oxon Hill, Md., Thursday, March 2, 
2023. 
Associated Press 
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By HANNAH FINGERHUT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rep. Lauren Boebert’s grip on Colo- 
rado’s 3rd Congressional District didn’t seem in question 
heading into last year’s midterms. But in the end, the 
congresswoman who gained a national reputation as a 
combative member of the “Make America Great Again” 
movement won reelection by just 564 votes. 
“This was supposed to be a slam dunk for the Republican 
candidate, the way the district is designed,” said Don 
Coram, a former state senator who unsuccessfully chal- 
lenged Boebert in the GOP primary last June. 
Boebert’s near miss was emblematic of the difficulties 
Republicans confronted in 2022 and may face again in 
2024. While former President Donald Trump holds a tight 
grasp on much of the GOP base, there is a notable minor- 
ity of Republican voters who do not consider themselves 
MAGA members. 
Most of them, as faithful Republicans, backed GOP can- 
didates in 2022, AP VoteCast shows. 


Continued on Page 3 
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By ZEKE MILLER and 
CHRIS MEGERIAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer Vice President Mike 
Pence on Saturday harshly 
criticized former President 
Donald Trump for his role 
in the Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. 
Capitol, widening the rift 
between the two men as 
they prepare to battle over 
the Republican nomination 
in next year’s election. 
“President 
Trump 
was 
wrong,” Pence said dur- 
ing remarks at the annual 
white-tie Gridiron Dinner at- 
tended by politicians and 
journalists. “I had no right 
to overturn the election. 
And his reckless words en- 
dangered my family and 
everyone at the Capitol 
that day, and I know history 
will hold Donald Trump ac- 


Pence says Trump ‘endangered my family’ on Jan. 6 


countable.” 
Pence’s remarks were the 
sharpest 
condemnation 
yet from the once-loyal 
lieutenant who has often 
shied away from confront- 
ing his former boss. Trump 
has already declared his 
candidacy. Pence has not, 
but he’s been laying the 
groundwork to run. 
In the days leading up to 
Jan. 6, 2021, Trump pres- 
sured Pence to overturn 
President Joe Biden’s elec- 
tion victory as he presided 
over the ceremonial certifi- 
cation of the results. Pence 
refused, and when rioters 
stormed the Capitol, some 
chanted that they wanted 
to “hang Mike Pence.” 
The House committee that 
investigated 
the 
attack 
said in its final report that 
“the President of the United 
States had riled up a mob 
that hunted his own Vice 
President.” 
With his remarks, Pence 
solidified his place in a 
broader debate within the 
Republican Party over how 
to view the attack. House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, 
for example, recently pro- 
vided Tucker Carlson with 
an archive of security cam- 
era footage from Jan. 6, 
which the Fox News host 
has used to downplay the 
day’s events and promote 
conspiracy theories. 
“Make no mistake about it, 
what happened that day 
was a disgrace,” Pence 


said in his Gridiron Dinner 
remarks. “And it mocks 
decency to portray it any 
other way.” 
Trump, 
meanwhile, 
has 
continued to spread lies 
about his election loss. He’s 
even spoken in support 
of the rioters and said he 
would consider pardoning 
them if he was reelected. 
Speeches at the Gridiron 
Dinner are usually humor- 
ous affairs, where politi- 
cians poke fun at each 
other, and Pence did plen- 
ty of that as well. 
He joked that Trump’s ego 
was so fragile, he wanted 
his vice president to sing 
“Wind Beneath My Wings” 
— one of the lines is “did 
you ever know that you’re 
my hero?” — during their 
weekly lunches. 
He took another shot at 
Trump over classified docu- 
ments. 
“I read that some of those 
classified documents they 
found at Mar-a-Lago were 
actually stuck in the presi- 
dent’s Bible,” Pence said. 
“Which proves he had ab- 
solutely no idea they were 
there.” 
Even before the dinner was 
over, Pence was facing 
criticism for his jokes about 
Transportation 
Secretary 
Buttigieg, the first openly 
gay Cabinet member in 
U.S. history. 
Pence mentioned that, de- 
spite travel problems that 
were plaguing Americans, 
Buttigieg took “maternity 
leave” after he and his hus- 
band adopted newborn 
twins. 
“Pete is the only person in 
human history to have a 
child and everyone else 
gets post-partum depres- 
sion,” Pence said.q 


Former Vice President Mike Pence speaks at a Coolidge and the American Project luncheon in 
the Madison Building of the Library of Congress, Feb. 16, 2023, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., speaks during a House 
Committee on Natural Resources hearing on America’s Energy 
and Mineral potential, Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023, on Capitol Hill 
in Washington. 


Associated Press 


HONOLULU (AP) — Hawaii’s 
second-largest volcano is 
not erupting, scientists said 
in an update to a previous 
warning. 
The U.S. Geological Survey 
said in a statement late 
Saturday that seismic ac- 
tivity beneath the summit 
of Kilauea “has returned to 
background levels, ground 
deformation has stabilized, 
and no lava has been ob- 
served at the surface.” 
The statement cautioned 
“another intrusion or re- 
sumption may occur in the 
near future with little or no 


warning.” 
The agency previously said 
a shallow earthquake storm 
signaled 
“resumption 
of 
eruptive activity at Kilauea 
summit is likely imminent.” 
Scientists said Tuesday that 
lava had stopped flowing 
after 61 days of volcanic 
activity. 
Kilauea, one of the world’s 
most 
active 
volcanos, 
erupted from September 
2021 to last December. A 
2018 Kilauea eruption de- 
stroyed more than 700 resi- 
dences. 
For about two weeks last 


December, Hawaii’s big- 
gest volcano, Mauna Loa, 
also was erupting on Ha- 
waii’s Big Island. 
The dual eruptions of Ha- 
waii’s 
biggest 
volcanos 
provided 
a 
temporary 
boost to tourism during the 
slow season. 
Volcanic eruptions have 
deep spiritual and cultural 
significance for Native Ha- 
waiians. When Mauna Loa 
started erupting in Novem- 
ber after lying dormant 
for 38 years, many Hawai- 
ians took part in cultural 
traditions such as singing, 


chanting and dancing to 
honor Pele, the deity of 
volcanoes and fire, and 


leaving offerings known as 
“hookupu.”q 


Anti-Trump GOP voters mostly loyal in 2022, but not entirely 


Continued from Front 


Still, the extensive national 
survey finds these Repub- 
licans made up a larger 
percentage of those who 
opted not to support a 
candidate in House races. 
A sliver of them showed 
their opposition to Trump 
for a second time, back- 
ing Democrat Joe Biden for 
president in 2020 and Dem- 
ocratic House candidates 
in 2022. 
In a political climate where 
competitive elections are 
nationalized and decided 
by narrow margins, neither 
party can take these voters 
for granted. 
Democrat 
Adam 
Frisch 
said he knew there was 
a “fairly unique” opening 
for a more conservative 
Democrat to connect with 
Colorado voters who did 
not like Boebert’s aggres- 
sive political style. 
“I spent most of my time 
trying to convince people I 
was a safe enough choice, 
not just to leave the bal- 
lot blank ... but actually 
vote for a non-Republican 
for the first time ever or in 
a really long time,” said 
Frisch, who has already an- 
nounced he will run again 
in 2024. 
The findings suggest Dem- 
ocrats, too, may need to 
be wary of the messaging 
against “MAGA Republi- 
cans,” whom Biden ham- 
mered repeatedly before 
the November elections 
and is poised to do again 


in a 2024 campaign. Most 
of those who don’t identify 
with the movement don’t 
seem to find that compel- 
ling. Voters who do may 
be eager to revert to a Re- 
publican candidate who 
represents their traditional 
conservative values. 
Republican strategist Alex 
Conant suggested GOP 
candidates cannot count 
on these voters so long as 
Trump is involved in politics. 
But 2024 can be different. 
“There’s no reason that 
the Republican nominee 
in 2024 can’t put together 
a coalition that includes 
Trump’s base and moder- 
ate Republicans and inde- 
pendents,” he said. 
Conant and others pointed 
to examples of Republican 
governors — Ron DeSan- 
tis in Florida, Mike DeWine 
in Ohio and Brian Kemp in 
Georgia — who were able 


to do that in 2022. 
In Ohio and Georgia, for ex- 
ample, the two governors 
outperformed Republican 
candidates for Senate who 
were endorsed by Trump. 
DeWine 
earned 
nearly 
390,000 votes more than JD 
Vance, who won an open 
seat, and Kemp received 
200,000-plus more votes in 
the general election than 
did Herschel Walker, who 
failed to unseat a Demo- 
cratic incumbent in a later 
runoff. 
According 
to 
VoteCast, 
10% of Republican vot- 
ers who don’t identify as 
“MAGA Republicans” vot- 
ed for Democratic House 
candidates 
nationwide, 
compared with 2% of those 
who embrace that label. 
Overall, 4% of Republicans 
backed Democratic can- 
didates. 
That percentage swelled in 


competitive races for Sen- 
ate and governor where 
far-right candidates were 
on the ballot, including as 
many as 13% of Repub- 
licans in Arizona, 16% in 
Colorado and 18% in Penn- 
sylvania, and 11% in Michi- 
gan. 
The 
Lincoln 
Project, 
a 
conservative group that 
staunchly opposes Trump, 
has 
targeted 
this 
vot- 
ing bloc in elections. Co- 
founder Rick Wilson said it’s 
a “narrow pathway, but a 
meaningful one” to elect- 
ing pro-democracy, anti- 
extremist candidates, one 
that he thinks has expand- 
ed since 2020 because of 
the Supreme Court’s de- 
cision to overturn Roe v. 
Wade. 
Still, partisanship can be 
“sticky,” Wilson said, and 
traditional Republicans val- 
ue checks and balances in 
Washington, driving disaf- 
fected conservative voters 
to support Republicans as 
an offset to Democrats. 
VoteCast shows most Re- 
publicans voted for Repub- 
licans, even if they did so 
with reservations. 
Republicans 
who 
don’t 
identify with the MAGA 
movement and decided 
to back Republican can- 
didates mostly say they 
didn’t 
consider 
Trump, 
good or bad, when they 
voted. Only about half are 
positive in ratings of Trump 
himself, but most are favor- 
able toward the party and 
say the GOP tends to try 


to do what’s right. About 
two-thirds of them say they 
voted to show opposition 
to Biden. 
“They’re where I am ... 
what choice do we have?” 
said GOP strategist Rick 
Tyler. “There are many in 
the Republican Party who 
would love to not vote Re- 
publican, but they can’t 
vote Democrat because 
they don’t believe in where 
Democrats want to take 
the country.” 
In November, then-state 
Sen. Jen Kiggans defeated 
two-term Democratic Rep. 
Elaine Luria in a district cen- 
tered in Virginia Beach, Vir- 
ginia, just two years after 
a Democratic presidential 
candidate carried the city 
for the first time since 1964. 
Kiggans overcame the self- 
proclaimed “MAGA can- 
didate” in the Republican 
primary, 
and 
campaign 
operatives pointed to Kig- 
gans as a “disciplined” 
candidate 
focused 
on 
kitchen table issues. 
Her message also tied Luria 
to Biden and then-House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
Calif., as Luria herself cam- 
paigned on her role on the 
House committee investi- 
gating the Jan. 6, 2021, in- 
surrection at the U.S. Capi- 
tol and called Kiggans an 
election denier. Kiggans 
shied away from explic- 
itly repeating Trump’s false 
claims that the 2020 presi- 
dential election was stolen, 
but she refused to publicly 
reject them. q 


Scientists: Hawaii’s Kilauea not 
erupting, reversing warning 


This photo provided by the U.S. Geological Survey shows the 
inside of the summit crater of the Kilauea Volcano, Jan. 6, 2023. 


Associated Press 
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8 dead after smuggling boats capsize off San Diego coast 


By 
ELLIOT 
SPAGAT 
and 
GREGORY BULL 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — At least 
eight people were killed 
when two migrant smug- 
gling boats capsized in 
shallow 
but 
treacherous 
surf amid heavy fog, au- 
thorities said Sunday, mark- 
ing one of the deadliest 
maritime human smuggling 
operations ever off of U.S. 
shores.A 
Spanish-speak- 
ing woman on one of the 
panga-style boats called 
911 Saturday night to re- 
port the other vessel over- 
turned in waves at Black's 
Beach, authorities said. She 
said there were 15 people 
on the capsized vessel and 
eight on hers. 
Coast Guard and San Di- 
ego 
Fire-Rescue 
crews 
pulled 
bodies 
of 
eight 
adults from the water, but 
fog hampered the search 
for additional victims. Re- 
covery 
efforts 
resumed 
Sunday but no additional 
bodies were found. 
Survivors may have es- 
caped on land, including 
the woman who called 
911. Authorities did not 
know her whereabouts. 
San Diego Lifeguard Chief 
James Gartland said res- 
cuers found the two boats 
overturned in shallow wa- 
ters when they arrived. Surf 
was modest, with swells 
around 3 feet (about 1 me- 
ter), but skies were foggy 


and black. 
"That area is very hazard- 
ous, even in the daytime," 
Gartland said at a news 
conference. "It has a series 
of sandbars and in-shore 
rip currents, so you can 
think that you can land in 
some sand or get to waist- 
high, knee-high water and 
think that you're able to be 
safe to exit the water, but 
there's long, in-shore holes. 
If you step into those holes, 
those rip currents will pull 
you along the shore and 
back out to sea." 
Black's Beach is about 15 
miles (24 kilometers) north 
of downtown San Diego 


in a secluded area not far 
from the popular La Jolla 
Shores. Its reputation for 
some of the best breaks in 
Southern California draws 
many surfers. 
Hundreds 
of 
maritime 
smuggling operations oc- 
cur every year off Califor- 
nia's coast and sometimes 
turn fatal. In May 2021, a 
packed boat carrying mi- 
grants capsized and broke 
apart in powerful surf along 
the rocky San Diego coast, 
killing three people and in- 
juring more than two dozen 
others. 
Smuggling off the Califor- 
nia coast has ebbed and 


flowed over the years but 
has long been a risky al- 
ternative for migrants to 
avoid 
heavily 
guarded 
land borders. Pangas enter 
from Mexico in the dead 
of night, sometimes chart- 
ing hundreds of miles north. 
Recreational boats try to 
mix in unnoticed with fish- 
ing and pleasure vessels 
during the day. 
South of the U.S. border, 
there are many seclud- 
ed, private beaches with 
gated entrances between 
high-rises with magnificent 
ocean views, some only 
partially 
built 
because 
funds dried up during con- 


struction. Popotla, a fish- 
ing hamlet where narrow 
streets are lined with ven- 
dors selling a wide variety 
of local catch, is favored 
among smugglers for its 
large, sandy beach and 
relatively gentle waves. 
At least some of Saturday's 
victims 
were 
Mexican, 
according to the consul- 
ate in San Diego, but how 
many was unknown. Ille- 
gal crossings have soared 
under President Joe Biden, 
with many migrants turn- 
ing themselves in to Border 
Patrol agents and being re- 
leased in the United States 
to pursue their cases in im- 
migration court. 
A pandemic rule sched- 
uled to end May 11 denies 
migrants a chance to seek 
asylum on grounds of pre- 
venting the spread of COV- 
ID-19 but enforcement has 
fallen 
disproportionately 
on Mexicans, Hondurans, 
Guatemalans and El Sal- 
vadorans because those 
have been the only nation- 
alities that Mexico agreed 
to take back. 
As a result, people of those 
four countries have been 
more likely to try to elude 
capture, knowing they are 
likely to be expelled un- 
der the public health rule, 
known as Title 42 authority. 
Mexico recently began tak- 
ing back Cubans, Haitians, 
Nicaraguans and Venezu- 
elans under Title 42.q 


Two boats, one overturned, sit on Blacks Beach, Sunday, March 12, 2023, in San Diego. 
Associated Press 


Federal officials pause plan to rename 
Georgia’s Lake Lanier 


GAINESVILLE, Ga. (AP) — 
Federal officials are paus- 
ing a plan that could lead 
to new names for Georgia's 
Lake Lanier and Buford 
Dam after locals objected 


to changing the monikers 
of landmarks now named 
for Confederate soldiers. 
The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers issued a state- 
ment Friday announcing 


the pause pending further 
guidance from the Depart- 
ment of the Army. 
U.S. Rep. Andrew Clyde, 
a Republican who repre- 
sents much of northeast 
Georgia, said he called the 
Corps of Engineers Friday 
to express opposition. He 
said the pause is a "a tre- 
mendous victory" and that 
"renamings would have at- 
tempted to rewrite history, 
impose massive burden- 
some costs on our commu- 
nity, and create unneces- 
sary mass confusion." 
Lake Lanier is an enormous 
reservoir spanning almost 
58 square miles (150 square 
kilometers) and impound- 


ing 
the 
Chattahoochee 
River northeast of Atlanta. 
It was named for poet Sid- 
ney Lanier when it was built 
after World War II. Lanier 
served as a private in the 
Confederate 
army 
and 
later wrote "Song of the 
Chattahoochee," a poem 
about the river. 
Buford Dam is named af- 
ter the nearby town of Bu- 
ford, which takes its name 
from Lt. Col. Algernon Sid- 
ney Buford, who served in 
the Virginia militia during 
the Civil War. The Georgia 
town is named after Bu- 
ford because he became 
president of a railroad that 
helped create the town af- 


ter the war. 
Hours before announcing 
the pause in the renam- 
ing process, The Times of 
Gainesville reported that 
the Mobile District of the 
Corps of Engineers sent out 
a news release and un- 
veiled a website seeking 
input and aiming to pick 
new names by year's end. 
The corps said it was fol- 
lowing a 2021 federal law 
which governs renaming 
military bases christened 
for confederates, including 
Georgia's Fort Gordon and 
Fort Benning. Fort Gordon is 
becoming Fort Eisenhower, 
while Fort Benning is be- 
coming Fort Moore.q 


Radko Jonas jumps into the water to retrieve a life vest that blew 
away as rain clouds approach at Lake Lanier on July 19, 2016, 
in Gainesville, Ga. 
Associated Press 
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Italy estimates 680K migrants might cross sea from Libya 


By FRANCES D'EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Intelligence 
reports 
indicate 
nearly 
700,000 migrants are in Lib- 
ya awaiting an opportunity 
to set out by sea toward 
Italy, a lawmaker from Pre- 
mier Giorgia Meloni's far- 
right party said Sunday, 
but a U.N. migration offi- 
cial called the number not 
credible. 
Tommaso Foti, the lower 
parliamentary house whip 
for the Brothers of Italy Par- 
ty, told television channel 
Tgcom24 the Italian secret 
services 
estimated 
that 
685,000 migrants in Libya, 
many of them in detention 
camps, were eager to sail 
across the central Mediter- 
ranean Sea in smugglers' 
boats. 
Separately, 
30 
migrants 
were missing and 17 were 
rescued some 100 nautical 
miles (180 kilometers) from 
Libya's coast after their 
boat overturned while a 
commercial vessel was try- 
ing to take them aboard, 
the Italian coast guard re- 
ported Sunday night. 
Stressing that the capsiz- 
ing 
happened 
outside 
Italy's area of search-and- 
rescue responsibility, the 
coast guard said several 
other 
merchant 
vessels 
were helping to look for the 
boat's missing passengers. 
The humanitarian group 
Alarm Phone signaled to It- 
aly's national coordination 
center and to Libyan and 
Maltese authorities on Sat- 
urday that the boat with 47 
people on board needed 
assistance. 
Libyan authorities, citing 
"lack of naval assets avail- 
ability," 
contacted 
the 
Rome-based maritime aid 
coordination center, which 
sent a satellite message 
about an emergency to 
all ships in the area, ac- 
cording to the Italian coast 
guard statement. 
It said the commercial mo- 
torboat that took on the 
17 survivors was headed 
for Italy but would first stop 
in Malta to disembark two 
people in urgent need of 
medical care. A spokes- 
person for the Libyan coast 
guard did not respond to a 
request for comment 
Meloni is hoping a Europe- 


an Union meeting later this 
month yields concrete soli- 
darity from fellow leaders 
of EU nations in managing 
the large numbers of mi- 
grants and asylum-seekers 
who come to countries on 
the Mediterranean's rim, 
including Greece, Cyprus, 
Malta and Spain as well as 
Italy. 
"Europe can't look the oth- 
er way," Foti said. 
While the intelligence ser- 
vices assessment sparked 
alarming headlines in Italy, 
a spokesperson for the In- 
ternational 
Organization 
for 
Migration 
cautioned 
that the figure appeared 
to be confusing the high 
end of the estimated num- 
ber of migrants in Libya with 
those who were actually 
seeking to head from there 
to Europe. 
"This number seems to be 
an estimate, that we also 
give, of the total presence 
in Libya,'' Flavio Di Gia- 
como told The Associated 
Press in Rome. 
But of that number "only 
a minimum part want to 
leave and only a minimum 
part succeeds in leaving" 
for Europe, Di Giacomo 
said. For example, many 
migrants in Libya come 
from Niger and Chad, two 
African nations on Libya's 
southern border, and even- 
tually return to their home- 
lands, he said. 
The Italian intelligence ser- 
vice's estimate "is the last of 
a long series of alarms that 
we've seen in the last 10, 12 


years, that turned out to be 
mistaken'' Di Giacomo said. 
"That number doesn't seem 
to be absolutely credible." 
Some 
105,000 
migrants 
reached Italy by sea in 
2022. 
From the start of this year 
through March 10, some 
17,600 arrived, including a 
few thousand who disem- 
barked at Italian ports in 
the last several days. That's 
about triple the number 
for the same time period 
in each of the two previ- 
ous years, although the 
COVID-19 pandemic might 
have led to fewer voyages. 
On Sunday, three more 
bodies were found from a 
Feb. 26 shipwreck just off- 
shore the Italian peninsula, 
raising the known death 
toll in that disaster to 79 mi- 
grants, Italian state TV said. 
A wooden boat that had 
sailed from Turkey ran into 
sandbank in rough seas off 
a beach in Calabria, the 
toe of the Italian peninsula. 
There were 80 survivors, and 
an undetermined number 
of people were believed to 
be missing and presumed 
dead. 
Meloni's government has 
rebuffed criticism that the 
coast guard should have 
been sent out to rescue the 
boat's passengers when 
the vessel first was spotted 
farther off the coast. 
For years, Italy has tried with 
limited success to induce 
Libya to stop launches of 
people smugglers' unsea- 
worthy fishing boats and 


rubber 
dinghies 
toward 
Italian shores. Italian gov- 
ernments have trained and 
equipped the Libyan coast 
guard. 
But the traffickers behind 
the smuggling rings contin- 
ue to operate amid Libya's 
amid feuding political and 
militant factions. 
The International Organi- 
zation for Migration and 
humanitarian groups say 
passengers whose vessels 
are turned back by the 
Libyan coast guard often 
are returned to detention 
camps, where they are at 
risk of abuse, including tor- 
ture, until their families raise 
enough money for the mi- 
grants to set out again by 
sea. 
Meloni's government has 
made it harder for humani- 
tarian organizations that 
operate rescue boats to 
carry out many rescues in 
the waters off Libya, adopt- 
ing rules that force the ves- 
sels to disembark migrants 
in northern Italian ports, de- 
laying their return to sea. 
However many migrants 
actually set out from Libya 
on smugglers' boats, it "is 
a worrisome humanitarian 
flow because people die 
at sea,'' said IOM spokes- 
person Di Giacomo. 
The U.N. migration agen- 
cy estimates that some 
300 people have died this 
year, or were missing and 
presumed dead, after at- 
tempting to cross the peril- 
ous central Mediterranean 
route.q 


Police check a fishing boat with some 500 migrants in the southern Italian port of Crotone, early 
Saturday, March 11, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By WANJOHI KABUKURU 
Associated Press 
MOMBASA, Kenya (AP) — 
Record-breaking Cyclone 
Freddy made its second 
landfall 
in 
Mozambique 
Saturday night, pounding 
the southern African nation 
with heavy rains and dis- 
rupting transport and tele- 
communications services. 
French weather agency 
Météo-France warned of 
“destructive and devastat- 
ing” winds and “dangerous 
seas and heavy rains” that 
could lead to landslides. It 
said Freddy will go further in- 
land through the weekend, 
generating heavy rains in 
Mozambique and southern 
Malawi, with rain also likely 
in Zimbabwe and Zambia. 
Its the second time Freddy 
has hit the country, with 
the cyclone originally mak- 
ing landfall late last month. 
Météo-France also raised 
concerns that Freddy is un- 
likely to weaken over land 
in the coming week and 
has a high probability of 
exiting back into the sea. 
Freddy made landfall with 
maximum wind speeds at 
sea measuring 155 kilome- 
ters (around 100 miles) an 
hour and sea gusts averag- 
ing 220 kilometers (around 
140 miles) an hour, the 
agency said. 
Freddy 
was 
initially 
on 
course to make landfall in 
the country Friday night 
but stalled over the Mo- 
zambique 
channel. 
The 


cyclone 
then 
intensified 
on Saturday and regained 
strength as it barrelled to- 
ward land, Mozambique’s 
National Institute of Meteo- 
rology said. 
The 
cyclone’s 
second 
punch is showering a low- 
lying, vast land teeming 
with rivers and “almost all 
of them have no dam” to 
ease flooding, said Salo- 
mao Bandeira, a scientist 
at Mozambique’s Univer- 
sidade Eduardo Mondlane. 
Flooding in the country 
earlier this year slammed 
regions where major rivers 
are controlled by dams, 
allowing some degree of 
control, Bandeira said, rais- 


ing fears this hit could lead 
to more destruction. 
The projected deluge is al- 
ready worrying health and 
disaster agencies in both 
Mozambique and Malawi, 
who have recently been 
battling cholera cases and 
other water-borne ailments. 
The U.N. and EU-led disaster 
alert system has already is- 
sued a red alert projecting 
that some 2.3 million peo- 
ple will be impacted. Mo- 
zambique’s disaster insti- 
tute has moved thousands 
of people to storm shelters 
in anticipation. 
“More lives are being saved 
in Mozambique today” due 
to early preparedness, Ban- 


deira said. 
In a statement released 
Saturday, 
Malawi 
Red 
Cross said it had activated 
its early response teams 
in southern Malawi to pre- 
pare for the cyclone. 
Earlier in the week, Freddy’s 
longevity and baffling tra- 
jectories caused the U.N. 
weather agency to set 
up a committee to deter- 
mine whether it has broken 
the record as the longest- 
lasting tropical cyclone in 
recorded history after tra- 
versing more than 8,000 ki- 
lometres (5,000 miles) in the 
southern Indian Ocean. 
The U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin- 


istration said Freddy has 
already 
catapulted 
into 
the record books for the 
second-ever highest accu- 
mulated cyclone energy, 
or ACE, a measurement of 
a cyclone’s energy over 
time. Freddy is also the third 
storm on record to last more 
than 22 days, said NOAA’s 
Carl 
Schreck. 
Hurricane 
John in 1994 and an un- 
named Atlantic hurricane 
in 1899 are the other two. 
The natural weather event 
La Nina and a negative 
Indian Ocean Dipole, or a 
change of temperatures 
over the ocean, “may have 
produced ocean tempera- 
tures and atmospheric cir- 
culations that made an 
event like this more likely,” 
Schreck added. 
Any storm that can remain 
at such a “strong inten- 
sity for so long and make 
two landfalls is important 
in terms of human impacts 
and in terms of science,” 
said Kristen Corbosiero, pro- 
fessor of atmospheric and 
environmental sciences at 
the University of Albany. 
“Intense storms generally 
go through a series of eye- 
wall replacement cycles 
and intensity fluctuations,” 
where the cyclone begins 
to develop a a new eye, 
Corbosiero said. “But Fred- 
dy didn’t have these cycles 
for most of its life cycle. Try- 
ing to understand why, 
will be a good research 
topic.”q 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s 
prime 
minister 
Sunday 
promised sweeping mea- 
sures to tackle climate 
change — which has af- 


fected millions across the 
country — including plans 
to meet a third of the coun- 
try’s electricity demands 
using renewable energy. 


Climate change for years 
has 
compounded 
the 
woes 
of 
the 
troubled 
country. Droughts and in- 
creased water salinity have 
destroyed crops, animals 
and farms and dried up 
entire bodies of water. Hos- 
pitals have faced waves 
of patients with respiratory 
illnesses caused by ram- 
pant sandstorms. Climate 
change has also played a 
role in Iraq’s ongoing strug- 
gle to combat cholera. 
“More than seven million 
citizens 
have 
been 
af- 
fected in Iraq ... and hun- 
dreds of thousands have 
been displaced because 


they lost their livelihoods 
that rely on agriculture and 
hunting,” 
Prime 
Minister 
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani 
said in a speech to open 
the two-day Iraq Climate 
Conference in Basra. 
Al-Sudani said the Iraqi 
government is working on 
a national plan to tackle 
climate change that con- 
sists of a series of measures 
it hopes to take by 2030. 
The plan includes building 
renewable energy plants, 
modernizing inefficient and 
outdated irrigation tech- 
niques, reducing carbon 
emissions, combating de- 
sertification, and protect- 


ing the country’s biodiver- 
sity. 
Among the projects is a 
massive afforestation ini- 
tiative, where Iraq would 
plant 5 million trees across 
the country. Iraq also hopes 
to provide one-third of the 
country’s 
electricity 
de- 
mand through renewable 
energy instead of fossil fuel. 
Al-Sudani said he is hop- 
ing to organize a regional 
conference 
on 
climate 
change in Baghdad in the 
near future as well. 
Developments 
in 
neigh- 
boring countries have also 
compounded Iraq’s water 
woes.q 


Tropical Cyclone Freddy hammers Mozambique for second time 


Trees are strewn across a street in Quelimane, Mozambique, Saturday, March 11, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Iraqi PM promises action to tackle 
crippling climate change 


Muqtada Haider turns the switches to transfer electricity to 
private homes in Baghdad, Iraq, on Sept. 10, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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The Porta Al Sole luxury 
fully furnished townhouses 
are located in the upscale 
neighborhood 
area 
of 
Bakval, Noord. They are just 
8 to 10 minutes walk from 
the highrise hotels and the 
beautiful beaches of Aru- 
ba. All luxury townhouses 
have three floors, with your 
own private terrace and a 
BBQ station located on the 
top floor. 


This new and exclusive de- 
velopment with luxurious 


interior design, offers only 
20 Unique townhouses. The 
townhouses are made with 
excellent quality in con- 
struction as well as finishing 
touches. Also a beautiful 
sparkling private pool area 
between the breathtaking 
landscape grounds with a 
sense of peace in our gat- 
ed community area. Each 
townhouse is built on prop- 
erty land. 
Get your own vacation 
home in paradise, or you 


can own it and rent it out. 
These townhouses could 
make for a lucrative in- 
come stream while also al- 
lowing you to have fantas- 
tic access to the beautiful 
island of Aruba and all its 
beauty. The townhouses 
are selling fast as Aruba 
is growing into a premier 
travel destination. 
Each townhouse features 3 
Floors Per Unit, 3 bedroom, 
2 Half bathroom and 2 Full 
Bathroom, Private Terrace 
& BBQ, own laundry room, 


Mini Market, Gym, and a 
gorgeous Pool area. And 
you can park in your own 
front parking space. 
For any inquiries, questions 


or commendations, please 
call: +297-587.4039 or visit 
our website www.portaal- 
sole.com 
Be wild and have yourself 
your own little paradise.q 


(Oranjestad)—It has already been 
3 years since the world was intro- 
duced to the Covid-19 pandem- 
ic. On Aruba, the first few cases 
were reported in March 2020 and 
for two long years, the pandemic 
had a big impact on the Aruban 
community. Three years later and 
Aruba’s economy is barely recov- 
ering from this hit. 


44,044: that’s the number of con- 
firmed Covid-19 cases on the 
island so far. 282 people have 
lost their lives because of it. Even 
though the spread has minimized 
significantly on the island, the virus 
is still present and the last regis- 
tered cases—a total of 18—were 
in the week of February 20th, ac- 
cording to the World Health Or- 
ganization. WHO also indicated 
that the number of vaccine dos- 
age administered on the island is 
at 216,561. 
Yesterday, the Pan American 
Health Organization held a press 
conference 
commemorating 
the 3 years of the presence of 
Covid-19 around the world. The 


director of PAHO, Dr. Jarbas Bar- 
bosa, called on every country to 
fortify their surveillance and try to 
close the gaps in the administra- 
tion of vaccines in order to end 
the emergence and to prepare 
for other possible health crises in 
the future. 
In the last 3 years, the American 
continents has had more than 
190.3 million cases of Covid-19 
and more than 2.9 million deaths, 
which accounts for 25% and 43% 
of the global population respec- 
tively. Barbosa remarked: “The 
pandemic highlighted that no 
country or organization was ready 
for the impact that this pandemic 
had.” This includes the American 
continents marked for inequality. 


Despite the improvements and 
developments, 
Barbosa 
warns 
that the Covid-19 virus is still very 
much present and it still has to 
establish itself into a predictable 
pattern. He added that during 
the last month, the continents of 
America saw more than 1.5 million 
cases and 17,000 deaths.q 


Own a piece of paradise with Porta Al Sole 


Aruba signs agreement with the 
United Kingdom 


(Oranjestad)—Recently, 
Aruba 
has signed a bilateral agreement 
(MoU) with the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ire- 
land. This was an agreement be- 
tween Directie Luchtvaart Aruba 
and the civil aviation authority in 
the UK. This includes an agree- 
ment related to air transport that 
regulates the rights of air transport 
from both nations’ airlines on the 
route between the island and the 
countries across the pond. 


The agreement follows the princi- 
ples of “open skies”, which is a lib- 
eral management without restric- 
tions and limitations in regards to 
capacity and frequency of airline 
flights. This is the most effective 
managements to maximize airlift, 
which is very important for Aruba’s 


tourism. It is also worth noting that 
the signed agreement will open 
doors for direct flights between 
Aruba and the UK—due March 
26th of this year. British Airways will 
conduct its first flight between 
London Gatwick and Aruba. 


Subsequently, Aruba will follow 
the process with authorities from 
the UK to convert this agreement 
into a treaty. 


This agreement is a part of the 
strategy by the Ministry of Trans- 
port in its efforts to further expand 
Aruba’s infrastructure of bilateral 
agreements for air transport, so as 
to create more possibilities for air- 
lift and connection, which in turn 
will generate and stimulate eco- 
nomic development.q 


Tree years after the Covid-19 
pandemic started, we still need 
to stay alert 
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This Modern and Excellent 
Located Condominium Is 
Now on Pre – Sale. 


From the well known lo- 
cal Developer of Waykiri 
Condos and Wariruri Con- 
dos. 
They are now introduc- 
ing in Aruba their newest 
Project: Walishali Condos 
Aruba. 


Build on a property land 
and close to the Eagle 
Beach which is consid- 
ered one of the most 
beautiful beaches in the 
world and close to 2 may- 
or supermarkets which are 
Super Food and Ling and 
sons,low rise and high rise 
hotels and downtown. 
Walishali Condominiums 
offers you a fully 70 fur- 


nished condos consists of: 
A Fully Furnished and 
equipped 
1-2 
and 
3 
bedrooms with high-end 
designs, fully equipped 
kitchens, amenities and 
facilities. 


Large swimming pool with 
water fountains, Jacuzzi, 
bbq area, gazebos, gym 
a covered rooftop sky- 


lounge, coffeshop, deli- 
bar and assigned parking 
spot. 


Prices starting at 


USD 299.000.- 


*60% 
reserved 
already 
so don’t miss the oppor- 
tunity to own a piece of 
paradise.q 


Aruba Living Today Proudly Presents: Walishali Condos Aruba 


Sending You A Bucket Full of Sand. 


Mr.Randolph Arends. 
Property Mediator. 
Tanki Leendert:#291. 
Cell: 5939177. 
Tel/fax: 5879987. 
Tel: 5879985 


Or go on our website: 
www.livingtoday.aw. 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitor at Casa Del Mar Beach Resort 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the great plea- 
sure to recognize a Distinguished Visitor of Aruba. This visi- 
tor was respectively honored with a certificate acknowl- 
edging his years of visits, loyalty, and love to the island of 
Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented on behalf of the Minis- 
ter of Tourism as a token of appreciation and to say “Ma- 
sha Danki” to guests whom have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 
35 years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively visiting Aru- 
ba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively visiting 
Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively visiting 
Aruba) 


The honoree was: Distinguished Visitor of Aruba Mr. Kevin 
O’Connor from Massachusetts, United States. 
Ms. Kimberley Richardson representing the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and staff members of the Casa Del Mar Beach 
Resort bestowed the Distinguished Visitor Certification to 
the honoree, presented him with gifts, and also thanked 
him for choosing Aruba as his favorite vacation destina- 
tion and as his home-away-from-home. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba, provid- 
ed by Mr. O’Connor were: 


•	 
Year-round sunny weather 
•	 
Aruba’s white sandy beaches 


•	 
Family fun 
•	 
Aruba’s delicious variety of foods 
•	 
“Everything is always wonderful in Aru- 
ba” q 
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Sea turtle conservation by Turtugaruba Foundation 


ORANJESTAD ― Turtugaruba was founded on September 
3rd, 2003 by a group of enthusiastic volunteers. Ten years 
earlier, in 1993, a Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plan (STRAP) 
was introduced in Aruba and the rest of the Caribbean as 
an initiative of the United Nations Environment Program 
(UNEP). Tom Barmes, who was working at DLVV (Deptart- 
ment of Agriculture, Husbandry and Fishery) was one of 
the writers of the STRAP for Aruba, together with Karen 
Eckert, director of WIDECAST (Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle 
Conservation Network). This is how sea turtle conserva- 
tion started on the island following a plan that is still com- 
plied with today. 


Tom formed a group of volunteers around him, because 
nature does not know office hours, like an organization 
such as DLVV. This group of volunteers used the name 
Widecast Aruba and today there are still a few of them 
active. They first started protecting the Leatherback Sea 
Turtle nests on Palm Beach and Eagle Beach. This group 
also investigated which other species of sea turtles use 


Aruba as their nesting habitat and which 
beaches are used by them. For a period 
of 25 years a study has been conducted in 
which every early morning the beach was 
being monitored in which now there is a 
good overview of sea turtle nesting activi- 
ties. 


There are 4 different sea turtle species 
that visit Aruba to lay their eggs, each with 
their own specific season: 
- Leatherback Sea Turtle - Lederschildpad 
- Driekiel (March – September) 
- Loggerhead Sea Turtle - Dikkopschildpad 
- Cawama (May – September) 
- Hawksbill Sea Turtle - Karetschildpad - 
Caret (June – December) 
- Green Turtle - Soepschildpad - Turtuga 
Blanco (July-November) 


There also came a better understanding 
and overview of the biggest threats to the 
sea turtles existence in Aruba and how 
these problems should be tackled. Despite 
hard work, all those years, most problems 
have not really gone away, but luckily and 
thanks to the enormous efforts from the 
volunteers, the sea turtles are still here. On 
Aruba the sea turtles are threatened with 
extinction by pollution, driving on dunes 
and beaches with quads and 4x4’s and 
the loss of nesting beaches due to coastal 
development on behalf of tourism. Be- 
cause coastal development comes with 
artificial light and artificial light is a mayor 
issue for sea turtles, mother turtle usually 
comes on shore at night looking for a dark 
beach to make her nest. However… a 
dark beach is hard to find here nowadays. 
Light causes stress and can result in her re- 
turning to the sea without laying her eggs. 
Artificial light causes disorientation for the 
baby sea turtles (hatchlings). 


They crawl towards artificial light sources 
(like streetlights, hotel lights, etc.) and then 
they don’t find the sea. In the 90’s it was 
still a common occurrence to find a com- 
plete nest of about 70 hatchlings on the 
streets, dead, as cars drove over them. 
Thanks to their protection methods and a 
lot of time and effort, the volunteers of Tur- 
tugaruba have managed to get this under 
control. But for a sustainable solution there 
must be less light visible on the beaches 
and a strict regulation of it. Sea turtles sim- 


ply need dark nesting beaches for their 
survival. It is clear that even more coastal 
development would not make the situa- 
tion better for the sea turtles. Again, more 
hotel rooms? And even busier beaches? 
These are choices Aruba has to make. Do 
we want to leave a place for the sea tur- 
tles? Not only Aruba, but the entire world 
needs sea turtles! Sea turtles play a vital 
role in keeping our oceans healthy. 


The Green Turtle, for example, keeps the 
sea grasses on the bottom of the sea short 
and therefore a healthy place for many 
fish to deposit their eggs. The Leatherback, 
the largest turtle of the world, eats mainly 
jellyfish and helps maintain the balance 
between jellyfish and plankton. Despite 
the threats that exist on Aruba, the turtles 
still keep coming. That’s why today Tur- 
tugaruba is especially proud of the volun- 
teers and the many people and organiza- 
tions of our community that carry a warm 
place in their hearts for the sea turtles. All 
four species are active now, which means 
all hands on deck in the field for us, the vol- 
unteers. We strive to keep the sea turtles, 
our oldest ‘repeat guests’, always coming 
back to Aruba and get the chance to re- 
produce here. 


What you can do to protect the sea turtles 
•	 
Lights out for sea turtles. 
•	 
Do not drive on beaches. 
•	 
Do not litter. Do not leave any plastic 
cups, straws or bags on the beach. 
•	 
Remove obstacles from the beach. 
•	 
Do not disturb a nesting sea turtle. Do 
not attempt to touch the turtle but 
stay at a respectful distance (at least 
10 meters). 
•	 
Do call Turtugaruba (24 hour Turtle Ho- 
tline: (297) 5929393). 


For more information visit the facebook 
page Turtugaruba Foundation. q 
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Chef Ever de Peña: “I love to tell stories through my cooking” 


Ever de Peña, a profession- 
al chef who is only 36 years 
old, is preparing to open his 
own restaurant soon. After 
a long trajectory, different 
experiences and competi- 
tions, Ever is ready to tell a 
story through his cooking. 
In an interview with Bon Dia 
Aruba, Ever shared how he 
found his passion for cook- 
ing and how he came to 
the decision to have his 
own restaurant. 


Every shared how he start- 
ed his studies at the EPB 
secondary school. After- 
wards, he graduated to the 
EPI University and he always 
stayed working in hospital- 
ity and tourism. He finished 
university with an Associate 
Degree in three years, dur- 
ing which he worked and 
went to school. He worked 
at the Calypso restaurant 
at the Casa Del Mar hotel. 
After Casa Del Mar, Ever 
started a new job at the 
Renaissance Hotel. 
Ever graduated top of 
his class. Afterwards, he 
stayed at the university and 
followed another course 
called EAI, which is a level 
higher. 
He further shared that af- 
ter his time at the Renais- 
sance hotel, he worked at 
Cooks Restaurant down- 
town. While he was working 
there, he was also studying 
abroad, in places like Cali- 
fornia and even Italy. 
During his time at Cooks 
Restaurant, Ever joined in a 
culinary competition at EPI 
and won. After he gradu- 
ated from the university a 
second time, he went to 
work at the Manchebo Ho- 
tel, where he started out 
as a Sous Chef. After two 
years, he was promoted to 
Executive Chef, the young- 
est one on the island. 
In 2016, Ever competed for 
the title of Iron Chef in Aru- 
ba, going up against other 
chefs from Marriott and Ritz 
Carlton hotels. It was dur- 
ing this competition that 
he formed a friendship with 
the Executive Chef of Mar- 
riott, who offered him the 
job of Executive Sous Chef. 
It was with this offer that 
Ever left Manchebo and 
started working at Marriott 
that same year. 
“The good thing about 


Marriott is that every year I 
would travel twice a year, 
and we would also bring 
foreign chefs in our kitchen. 
While I was working at Man- 
chebo, I also traveled a 
few times to represent the 
hotel,” he said. 
Four 
years 
ago, 
Ever’s 
ex-boss left Marriott and 
opened his own restau- 
rant. Two years ago he of- 
fered Ever the opportunity 
to open another one with 
him: “I kept thinking about 
it and I think that now is the 
time to do it. That’s what 
I’m working on right now, 
actually.” 
Ever shared that he did 
not always have a passion 
for cooking. His love grew 
throughout the years he 
experienced what it was 
like to be a chef: “I remem- 


ber when I was at EPI and 
I told my mentor that I just 
wanted my diploma, so 
that I could live in another 
country and be a hotel 
manager. But when I start- 
ed working as a chef, I just 
fell in love with it. One thing 
led to another and I don’t 
think there’s anything I love 
more than cooking now,” 
he expressed. 
He noted that even though 
he does not have a favor- 
ite dish, he loves working 
with seafood, fish espe- 
cially, than anything else: “I 
think fish is so versatile com- 
pared to beef. I don’t have 
any specific favorites, but 
I love cooking with quality 
ingredients to get the best 
flavors out of them,” he 
said. 
In terms of his experiences 


competing, 
Ever 
shared 
that he loved it, and that 
he is disappointed that 
there has not been anoth- 
er cooking competition in 
Aruba for more than five 
years now. 


“I think it’s a great thing 
to do as a chef, and as a 
student, you learn a lot. 
The culinary world can be 
very stressful and I think a 
competition can help you 
calm down. I competed 
four times and I always had 
a blast, not because I won, 
but the overall experience 
was great.” 


In terms of his restaurant 
that is opening soon, Ever 
shared that it would be a 
small place, with room for 
24 people, plus an extra 16 


at the bar. He explained 
that the reason behind 
the limited seating is so he 
could tell a story through 
his cooking: “I think with 
this concept, I can make 
16 people happy all night. 
It’s a space where I can 
express myself through the 
food,” he added. 


Lastly, Ever wants to send 
a message for the Aruban 
community, especially the 
younger generation who 
are still looking for their pas- 
sion in life: “My message is 
that it doesn’t matter what 
you end up doing, do it 
with passion. I remember 
my mother telling me that 
it doesn’t matter if I end up 
picking up trash, or what- 
ever, just do it like you love 
it. That’s my advice.”q 
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Can the chaos from Silicon Valley 
Bank's fall be contained? 


By KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Can 
Washington come to the 
rescue of the depositors of 
failed Silicon Valley Bank? Is 
it even politically possible? 
That was one of the grow- 
ing questions in Washington 
Sunday as policymakers 
tried to figure out whether 
the U.S. government — 
and its taxpayers — should 
bail out a failed bank that 
largely served Silicon Val- 
ley, with all its wealth and 
power. 
Prominent 
Silicon 
Valley 
personalities and execu- 
tives have been hitting the 
giant red "panic" button, 
saying that if Washington 
does not come to the res- 
cue of Silicon Valley bank's 
depositors, more bank runs 
are likely this week. 
"Either deposits in the U.S. 
are safe or they're not. If 
not, look out below," Da- 
vid Sacks of Craft Ventures, 
who is closely tied to billion- 
aires Elon Musk and Peter 
Thiel, wrote on Twitter on 
Sunday. 
Silicon Valley Bank failed 
on Friday, as fearful de- 
positors withdrew billions 
of dollars from the bank in 
a matter of hours, forcing 
U.S. banking regulators to 
urgently close the bank in 
the middle of the workday 
to stop the bank run. It's the 
second-largest bank failure 
in history, behind the col- 
lapse of Washington Mutu- 
al at the height of the 2008 
financial crisis. 
Silicon Valley Bank was 
a unique creature in the 
banking world. The 16th- 
largest bank in the coun- 
try largely served technol- 
ogy 
startup 
companies, 
venture capital firms, and 
well-paid technology work- 
ers, as its name implies. 
Because of this, the vast 
majority of the deposits at 
Silicon Valley Bank were in 
business accounts with bal- 
ances significantly above 
the insured $250,000 limit. 
Its failure has caused more 
than $150 billion in depos- 
its to be now locked up in 
receivership, which means 
startups and other business- 
es may not be able to get 
to their money for a long 


time. 
Staff at the Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corpora- 
tion — the agency that in- 
sures bank deposits under 
$250,000 — have worked 
through the weekend look- 
ing for a potential buyer 
for the assets of the failed 
bank. There have been 
multiple bidders for assets, 
but as of Sunday morn- 
ing, the bank's corpse re- 
mained in the custody of 
the U.S. government. 
Despite the panic from 
Silicon Valley, there are no 
signs that the bank's failure 
could lead to a 2008-like 
crisis. The nation's bank- 
ing system is healthy, holds 
more capital than it has 
ever held in its history, and 
has 
undergone 
multiple 
stress tests that shows the 
overall system could with- 
stand even a substantial 
economic recession. 
Further, it appears that 
Silicon Valley Bank's failure 
appears to be a unique sit- 
uation where the bank's ex- 
ecutives made poor busi- 
ness decisions by buying 
bonds just as the Federal 
Reserve was about to raise 
interest rates, and the bank 
was singularly exposed to 
one particular industry that 
has seen a severe contrac- 
tion in the past year. 
Despite being a poten- 
tially unique collapse, Sili- 
con Valley Bank's demise 
hasn't 
stopped 
investors 
for looking for other banks 
that might have similar situ- 
ations. The stock of First Re- 
public Bank, a bank that 
serves the wealthy and 
technology companies, is 
down nearly a third in two 


days. PacWest Bank, a 
California-based bank that 
caters to small to medium- 
sized businesses, plunged 
38% on Friday. 
While being a unique situ- 
ation, it was clear that a 
bank failure this size was 
causing worries. Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yelle,n as 
well as the White House, 
has been "watching close- 
ly" the developments; the 
governor of California has 
spoken to President Biden; 
and bills have now been 
proposed in Congress to up 
the FDIC insurance limit to 
temporarily protect deposi- 
tors. 
"I've 
been 
working 
all 
weekend with our banking 
regulators to design appro- 
priate policies to address 
this situation," Yellen said 
on "Face the Nation" on 
Sunday. 
But Yellen made it clear in 
her interview that if Silicon 
Valley is expecting Wash- 
ington to come to its res- 
cue, it is mistaken. Asked 
whether 
a 
bailout 
was 
on the table, Yellen said, 
"We're not going to do that 
again." 
"But we are concerned 
about 
depositors, 
and 
we're focused on trying to 
meet their needs," she add- 
ed. 
Sen. Mark Warner, D-Vir- 
ginia, said on ABC's "This 
Week" that it would be a 
"moral hazard" to poten- 
tially bail out Silicon Valley's 
uninsured depositors. Moral 
hazard was a term used of- 
ten during the 2008 finan- 
cial crisis for why Washing- 
ton shouldn't have bailed 
out Lehman Brothers.q 


A person walks past a sign posted at an entrance to Silicon 
Valley Bank in Santa Clara, Calif., Friday, March 10, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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For Sale By Owner 
Wk 10 divi Links Golf & Beach 
rm 2301 1Br/2Ba rTU:Exp2044 
+10 accelerated Sleeps 4 $7500 
Wk 9 divi Little Bay St. Maarten 
rm 621 1Br/2Ba rTU: 
Exp.2042 
+10 accelerated Sleeps 4 $4500 
ritchey5652@comcast.net 
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SOLD 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Sta. Cruz Tel. 585 8028 
San Nicolas: 
centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
Prostate cancer treatment can wait for most men, study finds 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer 
Researchers have found 
long-term evidence that 
actively monitoring local- 
ized prostate cancer is a 
safe alternative to immedi- 
ate surgery or radiation. 
The results, released Satur- 
day, are encouraging for 
men who want to avoid 
treatment-related 
sexual 
and incontinence prob- 
lems, said Dr. Stacy Loeb, 
a prostate cancer special- 
ist at NYU Langone Health 
who was not involved in 
the research. 
The study directly com- 
pared the three approach- 
es — surgery to remove tu- 
mors, radiation treatment 
and monitoring. Most pros- 
tate cancer grows slowly, 
so it takes many years to 
look at the disease's out- 
comes. 
"There was no difference 
in prostate cancer mortal- 
ity at 15 years between the 
groups," Loeb said. And 
prostate cancer survival for 
all three groups was high 
— 97% regardless of treat- 
ment 
approach. 
"That's 
also very good news." 
The results were published 
Saturday in the New Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine 
and presented at a Euro- 
pean Association of Urol- 
ogy conference in Milan, 
Italy. Britain's National Insti- 
tute for Health and Care 
Research paid for the re- 
search. 
Men diagnosed with lo- 
calized prostate cancer 


shouldn't panic or rush 
treatment decisions, said 
lead author Dr. Freddie 
Hamdy of the University 
of Oxford. Instead, they 
should "consider carefully 
the possible benefits and 
harms caused by the treat- 
ment options." 
A small number of men 
with high-risk or more ad- 
vanced disease do need 
urgent treatments, he add- 
ed. 
Researchers followed more 
than 1,600 U.K. men who 
agreed to be randomly as- 
signed to get surgery, radi- 
ation or active monitoring. 
The patients' cancer was 
confined to the prostate, 
a walnut-sized gland that's 
part of the reproductive 
system. Men in the moni- 
toring group had regular 
blood tests and some went 
on to have surgery or ra- 
diation. 
Death from prostate can- 


cer occurred in 3.1% of the 
active-monitoring 
group, 
2.2% in the surgery group, 


and 2.9% in the radiation 
group, differences consid- 
ered statistically insignifi- 
cant. 
At 15 years, cancer had 
spread in 9.4% of the ac- 
tive-monitoring group, 4.7% 
of the surgery group and 
5% of the radiation group. 
The study was started in 
1999, and experts said to- 
day's monitoring practices 
are better, with MRI imag- 
ing and gene tests guiding 
decisions.q 


This 1974 microscope image made available by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention shows changes in cells indica- 
tive of adenocarcinoma of the prostate. 
Associated Press 
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By ALANIS THAMES 
AP Sports Writer 
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) 
— The Miami Dolphins are 
acquiring All-Pro corner- 
back Jalen Ramsey in a 
trade with the Los Ange- 
les Rams, two people with 
knowledge of the deal told 


The Associated Press on 
Sunday. 
The Rams will get Miami’s 
third-round pick in the 2023 
NFL draft and tight end 
Hunter Long, according to 
the people, who spoke to 
the AP on condition of an- 
onymity because neither 


team had announced the 
deal. 
Shortly after news of the 
trade broke, Ramsey indi- 
cated on social media that 
Miami was his preferred 
destination. 
“I prayed for this specifical- 
ly for about a month & now 
it’s happening! @Miami- 
Dolphins LETSGO!” Ramsey 
tweeted Sunday. 
The Rams went 5-12 last 
season and missed the 
playoffs just one year after 
winning the Super Bowl, 
and they’ve have been 
making changes to their 
roster this offseason. Los 
Angeles parted ways with 
veteran linebacker Bobby 
Wagner last month after 
one season. 


The 
Rams 
traded 
for 
Ramsey in the middle of 
the 2019 season after he 
spent the first four years of 
his career in Jacksonville. 
Ramsey, a six-time Pro Bowl 
selection, had 77 tackles 
and four interceptions dur- 
ing the Rams’ Super Bowl- 
winning 2021 season. Last 
season, he had a career- 
high 88 tackles and four in- 
terceptions. 
Adding Ramsey is another 
step for Miami in rebuild- 
ing a defense that had a 
down year in 2022, by its 
standards. 
After Miami finished last 
year ranked 18th in total 
defense, 24th in scoring de- 
fense and 27th against the 
pass, the Dolphins parted 


ways with defensive co- 
ordinator Josh Boyer and 
brought in former Denver 
head coach Vic Fangio to 
lead the defense. 
Miami needed to bolster a 
secondary that was deci- 
mated by injury last year 
and was without corner- 
back Byron Jones, who the 
team is expected to release 
on Wednesday, when the 
NFL’s new year begins, in 
a cost-cutting move. Jones 
missed the entire 2022 sea- 
son after undergoing Achil- 
les surgery last March. 
Ramsey is expected to 
play alongside Miami’s Pro 
Bowl cornerback Xavien 
Howard, who had 45 tack- 
les and an interception in 
2022.q 


By ERIC WILLEMSEN 
Associated Press 
Does getting a record 87th 
World Cup win make Mi- 
kaela Shiffrin the greatest 
ski racer of all time? 
Shiffrin doesn’t think so, 
despite 
congratulations 
pouring in from the likes of 
tennis stars Roger Federer 
and Iga Swiatek, actress 
Kate Winslet, and fellow ski- 
ing standouts Lindsey Vonn 
and Bode Miller. 
In fact, Shiffrin laughs off 
the G.O.A.T. talk. 
“Because all I can really 
see in my mind is an image 
of a baby goat, or like a 
fainting goat. That’s what 
comes in my head,” Shiffrin 
said after surpassing Swed- 
ish great Ingemar Stenmark 
as the winningest ski racer 
in the 56-year-history of Al- 
pine skiing’s World Cup. 
“That image is sort of 
scarred into my mind and 
the first thing I think about 
when I hear people say 
‘G.O.A.T.’, I just kind of 
laugh.” 
“After all these years rac- 
ing and getting to this point 
now, I realize no matter 
what I accomplish, people 
root for who they want to 
win – for whatever reason,” 
she said. 
“It could be something 
that doesn’t have anything 
to do with me, or doesn’t 
have anything to do with 


Ingemar, or Lindsey, or 
Marcel (Hirscher), or Bode, 
or whoever. It is a personal 
thing, and that’s what is so 
beautiful about sport.” 
Shiffrin won Saturday’s sla- 
lom in Are in Stenmark’s na- 
tive Sweden to break the 
34-year-old record, which 
is comparable with a ten- 
nis player earning a 25th 
major singles title to surpass 
Australian 
great 
Marga- 
ret Court, who for five de- 
cades has held the record 
of 24 titles. 
Another comparison under- 


lines Shiffrin’s dominance of 
her sport. In the time since 
her first victory on Decem- 
ber 20, 2012, Shiffrin won 
more than twice as many 
World Cup races as the 
entire Austria women’s ski 
team, which has managed 
43 victories. 
With Shiffrin turning 28 Mon- 
day, the American is bound 
to add to her tally of 87 and 
other milestones will come 
her way. 
“I think she can win more 
than 100,” Stenmark said in 
a recent interview with The 


Associated Press. 
“100 or more,” was also the 
prediction of Austrian for- 
mer slalom specialist Marl- 
ies Raich, one of Shiffrin’s 
early idols. 
Best marks are also on the 
cards for Shiffrin when it 
comes to the number of 
crystal globes – the award 
for winning the season dis- 
cipline or overall title. 
By winning the overall, sla- 
lom and GS titles this sea- 
son, Shiffrin has extended 
her collection to 15 globes 
– five short of Vonn’s 20. 


Shiffrin, with seven slalom 
globes, is one short of Vonn 
and Stenmark, who each 
had eight titles in a single 
discipline — Vonn in down- 
hill, Stenmark in both slalom 
and GS. Also, Shiffrin’s five 
overall titles rank her one 
behind the women’s re- 
cord of six, set by Annema- 
rie Moser-Proell in the 1970s. 
Across 
genders, 
Shiffrin 
still needs three more to 
match 
another 
Austrian 
standout, Marcel Hirscher, 
who racked up eight men’s 
overall titles in a row from 
2012-19. 
Away 
from 
World 
Cup 
racing, two-time Olympic 
champion Shiffrin has nine 
gold medals and 17 in to- 
tal from major champion- 
ships. She won’t be able to 
add to those for nearly two 
more years, with the 2025 
world 
championships 
in 
Saalbach, Austria, and the 
2026 Milan-Cortina Olym- 
pics next up. 
Despite setting many of the 
sport’s records, Shiffrin said 
she still feels “that anticipa- 
tion, that nervousness, that I 
want to race.” 
“For me that is a sign I have 
no lack of motivation,” she 
said. “It’s the skiing that 
I want to do. Every day I 
wake up and want to do 
it, again and again. That is 
not done yet, it’s stronger 
than ever.”q 


‘Not done yet:’ Skier Shiffrin continues quest for records 


The winner United States’ Mikaela Shiffrin celebrates with the team after an alpine ski, women’s 
World Cup slalom, in Are, Sweden, Saturday, March 11, 2023. 


Associated Press 


AP sources: Rams trading All-Pro CB 
Jalen Ramsey to Dolphins 


Los Angeles Rams cornerback Jalen Ramsey (5) stands on the 
field before an NFL football game against the Seattle Seahawks 
on Jan. 8, 2023, in Seattle. 


Associated Press 
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Ohtani long HR powers Japan; Italy advances at World Classic 


TOKYO 
(AP) 
— 
Shohei 
Ohtani 
hit 
a 
three-run 
homer that landed just be- 
low his image on a video 
advertising board, send- 
ing Japan to a 7-1 victory 
over Australia in the World 
Baseball Classic on Sunday 
night. 
Ohtani also walked twice 
and finished with four RBIs. 
His first-inning drive traveled 
an estimated 448 feet. 
Japan won Group B with 
a 4-0 record and will play 
a quarterfinal Wednesday 
against Italy, which ad- 
vanced along with Cuba 
from Group A on tiebreak- 
ers. Matt Harvey got the 
win as Italy defeated the 
Netherlands 7-1, causing 
all five teams to finish 2-2. 
South 
Korea 
beat 
the 
Czech Republic 7-3 in the 
day's other Group B game, 
and Cuba defeated Tai- 
wan 7-1 in Group A. 
Ohtani turned on a hang- 
ing curveball from Will Sher- 
riff, who didn't even watch 
the flight of the ball into 
the Tokyo Dome's right- 
field seats, bending and 
putting hands on his knees. 
It was the first home run of 
the tournament for Ohtani, 
who is 6 for 12 with eight 
RBIs and seven walks. 
Winner Yoshinobu Yama- 
moto struck out eight in 
four scoreless innings, al- 
lowing one hit and no 
walks. He threw 42 of 60 
pitches for strikes, averag- 
ing 95.2 mph with his fast- 
ball and topping out at 
96.9 mph. The 24-year-old 
right-hander was the Pa- 
cific League's MVP for the 
Orix Buffaloes in 2021 and 
2022, and pitched a no-hit- 
ter last June 22 against the 
Saitama Seibu Lions. 
Australia (2-1) is second 
in Group B, ahead of the 
Czechs and South Korea 
(both 1-2) and eliminat- 
ed China (0-3). Australia 
would advance with a win 
over the Czechs on Mon- 
day, when South Korea 
plays China. 
ISRAEL 3, NICARAGUA 1 
MIAMI 
(AP) 
— 
Garrett 
Stubbs hit a two-run dou- 
ble in a three-run eighth in- 
ning, helping Israel rally for 
the win in its WBC opener. 
Stubbs had two of Israel's 
seven hits. His bases-load- 
ed double off New York 


Yankees reliever Jonathan 
Loáisiga drove in Spen- 
cer 
Horwitz 
and 
Noah 
Mendlinger with two out in 
the eighth. Horwitz tied it 
earlier in the inning with an 
RBI single. 
Winner Richard Bleier had 
two strikeouts in one relief 
inning. 
Nicaragua took a 1-0 lead 
in the fifth when Steven Ley- 
ton's double scored Sandy 
Bermudez. But it dropped 
to 0-2 in WBC pool play. 
ITALY 7, NETHERLANDS 1 
TAICHUNG, Taiwan (AP) — 
Harvey pitched four innings 
of one-run ball for Italy, and 
Milwaukee Brewers pros- 
pect Sal Frelick had three 
hits and two RBIs. 
Italian players had to wait 
a few minutes after the fi- 
nal out to find out they ad- 
vanced with Cuba while 


the Netherlands, Taiwan 
and Panama were elimi- 
nated. The group was de- 
cided by runs allowed di- 
vided by outs, and Cuba 
(15/108, .139) finished first, 
followed by Italy (17/108, 
.157), Netherlands (19/102, 
.186), 
Panama 
(21/105, 
.200) and Taiwan (31/105, 
.295). 
Chadwick Tromp homered 
in the third for the Nether- 
lands, but Italy went ahead 
to stay with six runs in the 
fourth. 
Nicky Lopez had two hits 
and two RBIs for the Italians, 
managed by Mike Piazza. 
The 
Netherlands, 
need- 
ing three runs to advance, 
put two on with no outs in 
the ninth against Mitch- 
ell Stumpo. Juremi Profar 
struck out, Tromp popped 
out to the pitcher in foul 


territory near the plate and 
Ray-Patrick Didder struck 
out. 
Dutch left fielder Jurickson 
Profar made a sprawling 
backhand catch on Domi- 
nic Fletcher's two-out fly in 
the eighth, saving two runs. 
Padres infielder Xander Bo- 


gaerts went 4 for 15 (.267) 
with one RBI for the Neth- 
erlands in the tournament. 
Jurickson Profar was 3 for 
13 (.231) with one RBI, Didi 
Gregorius was 3 for 12 with 
three RBIs and Jonathan 
Schoop 1 for 13 (.077) with 
no RBIs.q 


Xander Bogaerts of the Netherlands hits the ball during the third 
inning of a Pool A game against Italy at the World Baseball Clas- 
sic (WBC) at Taichung Intercontinental Baseball Stadium in Taic- 
hung, Taiwan, Sunday, March 12, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


